
APOSTLES AND PROPHETS

PREFACE

And He gave some as apos tles, and some as proph ets and some as
evan gel ists and some as pas tors and teach ers, for the equip ping of the 
saints for the work of serv ice, to the build ing up of the body of Christ; 
un til we all at tain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowl edge of the
Son of God, to a ma ture man, to the meas ure of the stat ure that be long
to the ful ness of Christ. (Ephe si ans 4:11-13) 

Com mit ment to God’s pur pose in our gen era tion is a com mit ment to
see His power, char ac ter and glory re stored to the church. Such com mit ment
must in clude a will ing ness on our part to em brace and walk in all the grace
and truth Christ re veals to us for the build ing of His body. In par ticu lar, He
has ex tended spe cific grace to five min is try gifts, whose pur pose is to prop -
erly equip each saint for the work of serv ice that God has called them to.
There fore, com mit ment to His pur pose must in clude rec og ni tion of the valid
need for each of these min is tries. Un for tu nately, two of them, apos tles and
proph ets, whose serv ice in cludes the lay ing of church foun da tions, have
been ne glected in much of Chris ten dom. 

This tract has been writ ten to pres ent a scrip tural per spec tive of the
quali fi ca tions and func tions of these two foun da tional min is tries. 

IT IS A MATTER OF GRACE

Each min is try gift of the Holy Spirit is uniquely a mat ter of God’s
grace. For ex am ple, no one can be come a true pas tor, evan gel ist, elder, dea -
con or ex er cise any spiri tual gift apart from the grace of God. There is no dif -
fer ence in great ness or im por tance be tween gift ings of the Spirit, there is
only a dif fer ence in grace. This is dis pensed as God sees fit, with each be -
liever re ceiv ing a meas ure of grace for min is try. 

And since we have gifts that dif fer ac cord ing to the grace given to us,
let each ex er cise them ac cord ingly . . . (Ro mans 12:6) 

But to each one of us grace was given ac cord ing to the meas ure of
Christ’s gift. (Ephe si ans 4:7) 

Paul was not in timi dated or self- conscious when he iden ti fied his min -
is try by the word “apos tle” be cause he knew it was en tirely a mat ter of God’s 
gift of grace to him. 



But by the grace of God, I am what I am, and His grace to ward me did
not prove vain; but I la bored even more than all of them, yet not I, but
the grace of God with me. (1 Cor in thi ans 15:10) 

Grace es tab lishes the sphere, or di men sions of one’s min is try, as well
as its spe cific char ac ter. This can be seen in Paul’ s ap os tolic min is try to the
Gen tiles. 

If in deed you have heard of the stew ard ship of God’s grace which was
given to me for you; that by reve la tion there was made known to me
the mys tery . . .that the Gen tiles are fel low heirs and fel low mem bers of 
the body, and fel low par tak ers of the prom ise in Christ . . . I was made
a min is ter ac cord ing to the gift of grace that was given to me ac cord -
ing to the work ing of His power. To me . . . this grace was given, to
preach to the Gen tiles . . . . (Ephe si ans 3:2-3, 6-8) 

What ever our al lot ment of spiri tual re sources, they are in tended for the 
bene fit of oth ers. There fore, we are stew ards of God’s grace ac cord ing to the
unique ness of our gift ing in Christ. This re quires that each be liever be re -
spon si ble to rec og nize the na ture and di men sion of grace given to him or her. 

As each one has re ceived a spe cial gift, em ploy it in serv ing one an -
other, as good stew ards of the mani fold grace of God. (1 Pe ter 4:10) 

It is im por tant to note that grace does not pro mote or ele vate the re cipi -
ent; on the con trary, grace is given to those who rec og nize their per sonal in -
abil ity and weak ness. The Lord is glo ri fied when His life flows out to oth ers
from ves sels who are meek and lowly in heart. In fact grace is never given to
the self- sufficient or proud in heart. A lack of bro ken ness will limit the grace
of God in any min is try. 

For God is op posed to the proud, but gives grace to the hum ble. (1 Pe -
ter 5:5) 

Only in the area of min is try is grace lim ited on an in di vid ual ba sis ac -
cord ing to one’s call in God (1 Timo thy 1:9). Grace is ex tended with out
meas ure to all be liev ers in the area of their char ac ter. There is suf fi cient
grace ex tended for each con vert to be come like Je sus (John 1:16; Ro mans
5:20; Ephe si ans 1:4-8; 2:7-8). What ever the level of sin or fail ure in a life, or
a church, there is al ways more grace avail able in Christ than there is sin. 

Since grace is sov er eign dis pen sa tion by God, why are cer tain min is try 
gifts of the Spirit so of ten lack ing in churches? One rea son is that grace must
be cou pled with faith to bring forth the re al ity of a min is try. This is true both
on an in di vid ual and a cor po rate (or as sem bly) level. All of us are re spon si -
ble to be lieve and obey what God re veals to us con cern ing our place and
serv ice n the body of Christ. If I am con tent with my own way and meth ods
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of serv ice then I will not seek to know His call on my life. And if I do not
seek Him, I will re ceive no reve la tion. How ever, if I do seek the Lord, and
He re veals His will and pur pose for me, there must be ac tive faith on my part
in obe di ence for it to come to pass. Then, if mem bers in the as sem bly re ceive
my min is try, all is well. On the other hand, if there is un be lief pres ent con -
cern ing the man ner of con tent of my min is try (i.e. some par ticu lar mani fes -
ta tion of the Holy Spirit) there would be lit tle or no bene fit to oth ers. Thus,
faith at the as sem bly level is also nec es sary for the grace of any min is try to
be come a bene fi cial re al ity to that body; and this is par ticu larly true for the
min is tries of the apos tles and proph ets. Thus, the church needs to be in -
structed on how Christ mani fests His life through such men, and how to rec -
og nize and re ceive these min is tries. 

In sum mary, min is try origi nates in and flows from the grace of God by
faith; min is try is quali fied (or dis quali fied) by the char ac ter of the one min is -
ter ing. It can also be hin dered by un be lief in those be ing min is tered to. 

THE STANDARD

Too of ten we look back to proph ets of the Old Tes ta ment as a means of
de fin ing the role and re quire ments of proph ets of the church to day. Simi -
larly, we at tempt to char ac ter ize what a New Tes ta ment apos tle should be
and do by Paul’s min is try. There are valid les sons to be learned from these
ex am ples, es pe cially from Paul; how ever, they are not the stan dard by which 
we are to meas ure. The Lord Je sus is the one and only stan dard for proph ets,
apos tles and all other min is tries. 

The five fold (or as cen sion gift) min is tries listed in Ephe si ans 4:11 are
Christ’s gift of Him self through men to the church. The di verse anoint ings
upon these min is tries are given to equip each mem ber of His body for serv -
ice in or der to bring the church to ma tur ity. Every man called into one of
these min is tries must look to Je sus for all cali bra tions of his life and min is -
try. If we look at some suc cess ful man of God and try to emu late him, we will 
cer tainly come short in what Christ has called us to be and do. We might ap -
pear suc cess ful in the eyes of men, but not in the eyes of God. Since the Lord
Je sus has given these five min is try gifts to bene fit all of His peo ple, they be -
long to the whole church and never only to some group or de nomi na tion.
Each of His min is ters, es pe cially apos tles and proph ets, need to pos sess a vi -
sion of the “one body in Christ” in or der to avoid such things as sec tari an ism
that di vides be liev ers into fac tions. 

Let us con sider how Je sus is the stan dard for min is ters, con sid er ing in
par ticu lar, proph ets and apos tles. 

Moses prophe sied that when the Christ would come, He would be a
prophet to Is rael hav ing a sig nifi cance to the na tion like he him self had, in
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that the peo ple must be lieve His words (Deu teron omy 18:15; Acts 7:37). Pe -
ter iden ti fied Je sus to be this prophet by re fer ring to the words of Moses. 

Moses said, “The Lord God shall raise up for you a prophet like me
from your breth ren; to Him you shall give heed in eve ry thing He says.
And it shall be that every soul that does not heed that prophet shall be
ut terly de stroyed from among the peo ple. (Acts 3:22-23) 

Je sus Him self con firmed that He was a prophet. 

Je sus said to them, “a prophet is not with out honor ex cept in his home
town, and in his own house hold.” And He did not do many mira cles
there be cause of their un be lief. (Mat thew 13:57-58) 

Nev er the less, I must jour ney on to day and to mor row and the next day;
for it can not be that a prophet should per ish out side Je ru sa lem. (Luke
13:37) 

The Greek word used for prophet in the New Tes ta ment is
PROPHETES, mean ing “a for thteller of di vine will.” This word is compsed
of two words, PRO mean ing “be fore,” and PHEMI mean ing “say ing” or “re -
port.” 

The He brew word for prophet in the Old Tes ta ment is NABI, which
means “a spokes man.” Thus, a prophet is, first of all, one who speaks for
God. A Sep tua gint word ROEH is trans lated in the Old Tes ta ment as “seer”
in place of prophet. The use of this word did not im ply in sight, but rather
hear ing from God through vi sions. In es sence then, a prophet is one who is
anointed to re ceive (per haps by vi sion), and to speak forth the di vine will of
God. 

The qual ity, or de gree of ex cel lence, in a pro phet’s min is try can be
meas ured by three things: 

1. The ac cu racy of what he says 

2. The con tent and time li ness of his mes sages 

3. How well his per son en dorses the truth of what he says (i.e. that his life
and con duct does not dis credit what he speaks of God) 

On this ba sis, Je sus is the one true stan dard for a pro phet’s min is try.
He spoke only what His Fa ther gave Him to speak, and only when and to
whom the words were in tended, and the man ner in which He spoke ex -
pressed His Fa ther’s’ heart. His to tal per son and life were so much a part of
what He pro claimed, that He was called “the Word of God.” There was lit er -
ally noth ing that Je sus did or said that was with out sig nifi cance to the pur -
pose of God. 
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When we ex am ine the word “apos tle” we dis cover that it means “one
sent on a mis sion.” Thus, if I send a child to de liver a mes sage to my neigh -
bor, his task could be termed ap os tolic. It is ap par ent that one’s ap os tolic ity
in the Lord’s work is a meas ure of two things: 

1. Who does the send ing? 

2. What is the mis sion? 

Je sus did not come to earth on His own ini tia tive, but was sent by His
Fa ther (John 5:36-38; 6:29, 38, 44, 57). His ap os tolic mis sion, in so far as the
church is con cerned, is ex pressed in the fol low ing verse: 

. . . upon this rock I will build My church. . . . (Mat thew 16:18) 

Through the Holy Spirit, men may be fellow- workers with Him in the
build ing pro cess, but Je sus is the One who really builds the church. First of
all, He be came the cor ner (or foun da tion) stone through His death on the
cross; and sec ond, He is the ar chi tect and builder of all that is placed on that
stone. For this rea son, He is the Apos tle of His Fa ther’s house. 

There fore, holy breth ren, par tak ers of a heav enly call ing, con sider Je -
sus, the Apos tle and high priest of our con fes sion. He was faith ful to
Him who ap pointed Him, as Moses was also in His house. For He has
been counted wor thy of more glory than Moses, by just so much as the
builder of the house has more glory than the house. (He brews 3:1-3) 

It was this vi sion of the house (or city) of God that the Holy Spirit built
into the heart of Abra ham over the years of his re la tion ship with the Lord. 

For he (Abra ham) was look ing for the city which has foun da tions,
whose ar chi tect and builder is God. (He brews 11:10) 

There are more ref er ences in scrip ture to the Lord as a builder of His
house than there are to Him as a shep herd. The Lord is first of all ap os tolic in
His min is try. 

The words, “build ing up” and “edi fi ca tion,” in the New Tes ta ment are
made up of con structs from two Greek words “DEMO”: to build, and
OIKOS”: a house (i.e. 1 Thes sa lo ni ans 5:11; Ephe si ans 4:12, 16). Thus, the
min is try of any one sent by the Holy Spirit to strengthen and ed ify an as sem -
bly could be termed ap os tolic. Clearly, such a min is try might be teach ing or
evan gel is tic in ori en ta tion even though build ing is im plicit in the min is try
pro cess. 

How ever, Paul de scribes an apos tle’s min is try by the word “mas ter
builder” (1 Cor in thi ans 3:10). This is trans lated from Greed word
ARCHITECTON from which we ob tain our Eng lish word “ar chi tect.” One
would not start to build a house with out first hav ing a set of ap proved de -
tailed draw ings. thus, the ar chi tect’s func tion must pre cede that of the build -
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ing con trac tor. ARCHITECTON is com posed of two root words in Greek,
one mean ing “to be gin,” and the other mean ing “crafts man.” This is pre -
cisely what an apos tle’s min is try is in the church. He is one sent by the Lord
to be gin the build ing of a lo cal ex pres sion of the body of Christ. The grace of
God rest ing upon him is in his anoint ing to know what must be laid foun da -
tion ally upon the cor ner stone, in or der for the Lord to build in the Spirit that
which He pur poses to do. Af ter the foun da tion is laid, each man must be
care ful how he builds upon it (1 Cor in thi ans 3:10). The sub se quent build ing
pro cess could con tinue even un til the Lord re turns. It is im por tant, there fore,
that the foun da tion laid be ac cu rate and com plete in an tici pa tion of what lies
in the fu ture. 

The Greek word in He brews 11:10 which de scribes Je sus as the ar chi -
tect of God’s house is TECHNITES, an other word mean ing “crafts man.”
This word, in turn, comes from a primi tive root word mean ing “to be get.”
Thus, Je sus, as the Apos tle of the church, both gave birth to it (i.e. be gat it),
and is the One who is build ing it. The self- sacrifice, per fec tion and faith ful -
ness in how He has given Him self to do this, is the stan dard of all ap os tolic
min is try in the church. 

THE FOUNDATION OF APOSTLES & PROPHETS

When one lays a foun da tion and con structs a build ing upon it, the re -
sult ing struc ture will be de ter mined by the in tended pur pose of the build ing.
For ex am ple, a tool shed will not be like a pent house, nei ther will a child’s
tree- house be like a ga rage, nor a barn like a chicken- house. The pur pose de -
fines the struc ture, which in turn dic tates the foun da tion. Thus, the proper
foun da tion for a house will de pend on its pur pose. 

There are nu mer ous groups of be liev ers who have af fili ated as le gal
churches around some Chris tian en deavor re lated to the gos pel. The ques tion 
is, what foun da tion are they built upon? If they are true be liev ers then, as
such, they have built their in di vid ual lives upon the Lord Je sus Christ. They
be long to Him, and He is a sure foun da tion for their faith. How ever, this per -
sonal re la tion ship alone is not a suf fi cient foun da tion for their col lec tive re -
la tion ship as a church. The foun da tion of their body is a mat ter of the
com mit ted pur pose around which they have come to gether. For ex am ple,
when it is based on the needs of man, rather than on the pur pose of God, the
foun da tion will be lack ing. 

The Lord has one cen tral pur pose for His house; it is to be the place of
His pres ence. It is to be come His dwell ing place where He can ex press the
full ness of His glory to all crea tion. Other goals are sec on dary, and must
flow out of this pur pose. When a foun da tion is laid for a lo cal church, and is
truly based on His pur pose, it will be what scrip ture terms, “a foun da tion of
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apos tles and proph ets.” Im plicit in this foun da tion will be all the fun da men -
tals of sal va tion such as faith, re pen tance, wa ter bap tism, spiri tual gifts and
min is tries, prayer, wor ship, fam ily or der, fel low ship, etc. How ever, in the
end, the im por tance of these truths is in how well they serve to build to gether
the saints into a suit able dwell ing place of God through the Spirit. 

Apos tles and proph ets are not them selves the foun da tion of a church,
rather it is what they es tab lish through their min is tries in build ing the saints
to gether on the Lord Je sus Christ as a lo cal ex pres sion of His life. 

For through Him we both (Jew and Gen tile) have our ac cess in one
Spirit to the Fa ther. So then you are no longer strang ers and ali ens,
but you are fel low citi zens with the saints, and you are of God’s house -
hold, hav ing been built upon the foun da tion of the apos tles and
proph ets, Christ Je sus Him self be ing the cor ner stone in whom the
whole build ing, be ing fit ted to gether is grow ing into a holy tem ple in
the Lord; in whom you also are be ing built to gether into a dwell ing of
God in the Spirit. (Ephe si ans 2:19-22) 

The above verses are an ex cel lent en cap su la tion of the es sence of sal -
va tion. Some may ar gue that these verses will only be ful filled by the uni ver -
sal body of Christ in the fu ture, and they ab di cate any re spon si bil ity for them
to day. How ever, the city that the Lord will dwell in one day on earth is be ing
built to day from liv ing stones in lo cal as sem blies; it is im por tant how we
build to day if we are com mit ted to the pur pose of God. There are four pil lars
of truth ex pressed in these verses that es tab lish His pur pose: 

1. Those who have been re deemed through the blood of Christ have ac -
cess in one Spirit to the Fa ther (i.e. there is only one way and one ac -
cess to God). 

2. This one ac cess brings be liev ers into a fam ily re la tion ship with all
other be liev ers (i.e. there is only one fam ily and one body of be liev ers,
and one cove nant unit ing them). 

3. The house of God is built upon a foun da tion laid by apos tles and
proph ets, which rests upon Christ Je sus as the cor ner stone (i.e. there is
only one foun da tion for the house of God). The prac ti cal sig nifi cance
of this for us to day is how to lay foun da tions for lo cal churches. What
the Lord had built at Ephesus through Paul’s min is try is an ex am ple of
what this should be (Acts 19:1-10; 20:17-20, 25-35). 

4. The Holy Spirit is work ing in as sem blies all over the earth, fit ting
mem bers to gether as liv ing stones to build lo cal ex pres sions of His
house. Out of what is built through the Spirit, God pur poses to bring
to gether in the fu ture, His dwell ing place among men, the place of His
rest, from which His gov ern ment will go forth over the earth (I.e. there
is one pri mary pur pose). 
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Prac ti cal im pli ca tions of the above truths are worked out in the “nitty-
 gritty” as pects of life and fel low ship of lo cal churches. We are saved through 
in di vid ual de ci sions and com mit ments; how ever, we will only fully come
into our in heri tance in Christ by be ing built to gether in lo cal ex pres sions of
His body. When we learn to love one an other, when we de velop pa tience,
long suf fer ing, gen tle ness, com pas sion, for give ness and learn to serve oth -
ers, we pro vide the spiri tual ma te rial out of which our place in the house of
God is built. What we build to day, we will live with for all eter nity. It is one
thing to be saved; it is an other to have a place of glory in His house. Our
abode in God’s house will be built of the spiri tual ma te ri als we send up to -
day. 

Each of us has been cre ated with de fi cien cies that only God can sat isfy. 
What we need may come to us by a sov er eign im par ta tion from the Lord, or
He may min is ter to us through broth ers and sis ters with whom we have been
rela tion ally built to gether. This brings us face to face with an im por tant re -
quire ment of the foun da tion upon which a lo cal church is built. This is the is -
sue of life; the struc ture, and thus the foun da tion, must be such that there is
no hin drance to the flow of life from the Lord to mem bers, or be tween mem -
bers in their re la tion ship and min is try to each other. What emerges spiri tu -
ally as struc ture in an or gan iza tional or gov ern men tal sense will be the re sult
of this life flow. If struc ture hin ders this flow, then the struc ture is wrong!
And if the struc ture is wrong, the first place to look for faults is the foun da -
tion. A com mon mis take in this area is to or gan ize the saints into a hi er ar chi -
cal struc ture mod eled af ter com mand struc tures of the mili tary or the secu lar
busi ness world. Man can op ti mize his con trol by im pos ing lev els of author -
ity, but only at the cost of dis rupt ing the hori zon tal bonds of life built by the
Spirit be tween mem bers. This we must not do! 

There is no one in the body of Christ with out value in God’s eyes. By
the power of the Holy Spirit, and faith in the word of God, even the least
prom is ing in di vid ual can be saved from sin, be healed in their emo tions and
per son ali ties from the con se quences of sin to be come a unique ex pres sion of
God’s love and life. It is by the in te grated to tal from each in di vid ual con trib -
ut ing mem ber that the Lord’s life is fully ex pressed in an as sem bly. The
body of Christ, as well as God’s crea tion of flow ers, birds, ani mals, plan ets,
gems, etc., all point to great di ver sity. Di ver sity ex presses the heart of God,
and par ticu larly so in the church! Only through the mul ti ple di verse anoint -
ings of the five fold equip ping min is tries can each mem ber in a lo cal church
be taught, shep herded, built up in the faith, brought into re la tion ship and es -
tab lished in right eous ness, so that they at tain to the place of serv ice they
have been called to in Christ. A cor rect foun da tion is one that an tici pates and
pro motes this di ver sity; a hu man foun da tion leads to re lig ious con for mity
and man’s con trol. 
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God’s driv ing ar chi tec ture for a lo cal church is re vealed in the pat tern
He gave Moses for build ing the Old Tes ta ment tab er na cle. For ex am ple,
quali ties of the Spirit that bond be liev ers to gether in an as sem bly are fore -
shad owed in the ma te rial and con struc tion of the tab er na cle walls (Exo dus
26:15-30). 

Wood is a type of hu man na ture, just as gold speaks of God’s na ture.
The boards used to build the walls were ap proxi mately twenty- seven inches
wide and fif teen feet high. They were cut from the Aca cia tree, whose wood
was very hard and gnarled. Great skill and re source were re quired to trim and 
plane these boards so that they were per fectly straight with smooth sur faces.
This at ten tion to de tail was nec es sary so that straight uni form walls would be 
con structed. When a board was com pleted it was cov ered with a thin layer of
gold. The amount of work re quired to fin ish each board points to the great
task of the Holy spirit in trans form ing our na tures, twisted and gnarled from
the con se quences of sin and go ing our own way, into right eous na tures that
re flect the in dwell ing of Christ (i.e. the cov er ing of gold). Each board was
fin ished so that it could be mounted in a tightly cou pled fash ion to the two
boards ad ja cent to it. This un ion points to the truth that we are mem bers of
one an other, and that God seeks to build us to gether through a fel low ship of
life in the Holy Spirit. We are not to be in de pend ent of one an other. Each one
of us has been fash ioned to fit a spe cial place in the body that has been pre -
pared just for us. Thus, the boards re veal why char ac ter and fel low ship are so 
nec es sary to the unity of a lo cal as sem bly. 

How ever, more than the ver ti cal boards is re quired to make an as sem -
bly strong enough in the Spirit to with stand the de struc tive pres sures of out -
side forces that come against it. Five wooden bars, which were also fin ished
smooth and cov ered with gold, were mounted in a par al lel, hori zon tal fash -
ion along the out side sur face of the wall. These bars gave to the wall the sup -
port ing strength and sta bil ity nec es sary to stand firm. The bars speak of the
five fold min is tries of Ephe si ans 4:11, and of their im por tance to the spiri tual
strength and unity of a church. their hori zon tal po si tion points to the fact that
they are ser vants; they are mounted so as to serve the other boards. One of
the bars ran the en tire length of the wall, be ing in con tact with each board.
This speaks of the foun da tional min is try of an apos tle. Any one called “to be
one of these five bars” must be pre pared to have the Lord trim, smooth and
sand pa per him, in or der to fit him into the place He has been called to. How -
ever, he has no right to speak of hav ing fully ar rived in his min is try if he is
not yet “cov ered with gold.” It is one thing to be called to a min is try; it is an -
other thing for eve ry one in the church to rec og nize the grace of the Lord Je -
sus rest ing upon him. The gold of God’s char ac ter is what must be seen! 

When we ex am ine the rec ord of how the apos tle Paul laid foun da tions
of churches, we find that his fi nal step in com plet ing a foun da tion was the ap -
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point ment of elders to over see and shep herd the as sem bly (Acts 14:23; Ti tus
1:5). This plu ral com pany of men, along with trav el ing min is tries, be come
the source of the five bars for that par ticu lar wall (or church). The gold cov -
er ing of the bars fore shad ows the quali fi ca tions for elders (Acts 20:17,
28-35; 1 Timo thy 3:1-7; Ti tus 1:5-9; 1 Pe ter 5:1-3). 

God’s gov ern ment is an in te gral part of the foun da tion. The most im -
por tant ele ment is the lord ship of Christ in in di vid ual lives. Church gov ern -
ment must never usurp this as pect of a Shepherd- sheep re la tion ship.
How ever, the Lord’s gov ern ment of His peo ple in a col lec tive sense lies with 
those He ap points to over see the church. The fol low ing two- part ques tion
will help dis tin guish be tween what scrip ture teaches, and what is gen er ally
prac ticed in tra di tional churches con cern ing church gov ern ment: 

1. Why does scrip ture as sign re spon si bil ity for over sight and shep herd -
ing of a church to elders, and re spon si bil ity to equip the saints for serv -
ice, to the five min is tries listed in Ephe si ans 4:11? 

2. Why are de tailed quali fi ca tions given for elders, and yet not for these
five min is tries? 

The ob vi ous an swer to the ques tion is that elders in the Bi ble were cho -
sen from men of godly char ac ter who were also called to one of these five
min is tries. What is so of ten seen as elders in de nomi na tional/tra di tional
churches should not be con fused with New Tes ta ment elders. 

The sig nifi cance of five bars re veal that more than the min is try of one
man is re quired to over see an as sem bly and equip the saints. The di ver sity of
a five fold min is try is re quired. Thus, the elders should not be clones, but be
unique from one an other in the grace and anoint ing of their min is tries. Each
must rec og nize the dif fer ent grace rest ing upon his peers. They are to stand
as one man in the re spon si bil ity of over sight, but will dif fer in the grace and
author ity of their min is tries. It will gen er ally be some time af ter the first
elders are set in place be fore a five fold min is try emerges in a church. This is
one rea son for the need of trav el ing min is tries to help equip the saints. 

THE CHURCH: A PROPHETIC PEOPLE

When the Lord com mu ni cates with man, the lan guage of the Holy
Spirit is reve la tion. In our hu man ity there is no way we could have ar ticu late
com mu ni ca tion with God any more than one of our house hold pets could
speak with us. For this rea son, God trans lates by the Spirit of reve la tion
when He speaks to us. Of course He has no prob lem un der stand ing us, re -
gard less of lan guage, for He not only rec og nizes our words, He also reads
our hearts. Thus, noth ing we say, or think of say ing es capes Him. We com -
mu ni cate with God in or der to pray, wor ship and have fel low ship; while He,
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in turn, seeks to re veal Him self and His ways to us that we might come into
the full ness of our re la tion ship as His sons. His per son, His ways and all that
He has pre pared for those who love Him, can not be un der stood apart from
reve la tion (1 Cor in thi ans 2:9-14). 

Reve la tion is first and fore most an un veil ing of the glory and maj esty
of His Per son; and it is from the true knowl edge (EPIGNOSIS) of Him that
all other reve la tion flows (Ephe si ans 1:17-23). This be gins with the
LOGOS, or the re vealed rec ord of what God has de clared to be His will and
pur pose for men. Thus, reve la tion of Je sus be gins by see ing Him first as the
Word of God, for eve ry thing came into be ing by the words of His mouth. He
not only is the Word, but He is also the ra di ance of His Fa ther’s glory, the ex -
act rep re sen ta tion of His na ture; He pos sesses all author ity in heaven and on
earth; He is be fore all things and by Him all things hold to gether; in Him all
the full ness of de ity dwells, and He is head over all things to the church. To
the ex tent we know Him, we also will know the Fa ther and re al ize what it
means to be fel low heirs with Christ, and to com pre hend the hope of His call -
ing and the riches of the glory of His in heri tance in the saints. 

Thus, the place to be gin to know Him is by prayer ful study and search -
ing of His word which shall never pass away. It is the yard stick (or plum -
bline) by which every reve la tion is to be judged to en sure it is from God. In it
are the many mag nifi cent prom ises which are in tended, through faith on our
part, to bring us into His like ness (2 Pe ter 1:2-11). 

Al though it is true that scrip tures are the Word of God, and there fore
alive, en er getic and pow er ful in nately, we must re mem ber that it takes the
Spirit of God, Who breathed them into ex is tence, to prop erly un der stand
them. It is He Who il lu mi nates, en light ens, and gives di vine in sight and
reve la tion to men con cern ing the writ ings of scrip ture. And with out His in -
ter ven tion and as sis tance, man is left to his own natu ral rea son ing and wis -
dom to un der stand a truly su per natu ral piece of lit era ture . . . the Word of
God. He alone causes the scrip tures to con vict, ad just, in spire, and en er gize
the be liever’s life so as to change him for ever thereby be com ing light and
life to oth ers. 

As Chris tians be gin to live and walk in truth, they be come a pro phetic
peo ple to the world. The Lord’s pur pose for His body is that they be come a
peo ple liv ing in the dark ness of the world in such a way that their words,
their lives, their re la tion ships and min is tries are a pro phetic light to men and
na tions. God seeks to make His word flesh in His peo ple, so that in them, the
world can un der stand the na ture, works and pur pose of God. All of crea tion
is await ing this un veil ing of God’s sons (Ro mans 8:19). 

The un fold ing plan of the Lord for His church can only be at tained if
every mem ber is equipped for the spe cific place of serv ice and call ing that
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the Lord has or dained for them (Ephe si ans 4:12-16). For this rea son, each of
us has in her ent de fi cien cies in spiri tual abili ties and un der stand ing that
makes us de pend ent on what our broth ers and sis ters have been given in the
Spirit. 

Im plicit in all such sup ply is the spirit of reve la tion, which is mani -
fested through a va ri ety of gifts, a va ri ety of min is tries and with a va ri ety of
ef fects (1 Cor in thi ans 12:4-6). It is through this mani fold di ver sity of spiri -
tual mani fes ta tions that the Lord re veals Him self and His way through His
many- membered body. Some spe cific reve la tory min is tries are the fol low -
ing: the word of knowl edge, the word of wis dom, the dis cern ing of spir its,
min is tries of the word, spiri tual songs, dreams, vi sions, the gift of tongues,
the gift of in ter pre ta tion of tongues, and fi nally pro phetic ut ter ances. Al -
though all are nec es sary, and none are to be con sid ered un im por tant, yet
preach ing and proph ecy oc cupy unique places of im por tance in bring ing
reve la tion to the church. 

There is al ways a time fac tor in the realm of proph ecy. The church to -
day is not where she was in the last gen era tion. Con tin ual res to ra tion has
been tak ing place from the days of Mar tin Lu ther un til now. Since the late
1940’s, God has been speak ing much con cern ing the res to ra tion of the ap os -
tolic and pro phetic min is tries. We are near ing the time when all will be re -
stored, and the Lord will come for His church (Acts 3:19-21). In proph ecy,
God speaks to us on the ba sis of where we are in time, and in the con text of
what He is do ing in our day. For this rea son, as a pro phetic peo ple, our lives
and min is tries should clearly point to the sig nifi cance of the days in which
we are liv ing. 

THE MINISTRY OF A PROPHET

There are three lev els (or di men sions) of pro phetic ut ter ances in the
church. First, every Spirit- filled be liever can mani fest the spirit of proph ecy
(1 Cor in thi ans 14:31; Reve la tion 19:10). This as pect of proph ecy es sen tially 
ex alts the Lord Je sus, re veal ing His heart to the peo ple and ex hort ing them to 
re spond to Him and to one an other. 

For you can all proph esy one by one so that all may learn and all may
be ex horted. (1 Cor in thi ans 14:31) 

Sec ondly, there is the gift of proph ecy which is only given to some be -
liev ers. This gift would gen er ally have a more ex ten sive mes sage con tent,
one that is in tended to ed ify, ex hort and com fort (1 Cor in thi ans 12:1, 4, 10). 

Thirdly, there is the min is try of a prophet. This min is try will oc cur less 
fre quently than the gift of proph ecy. The pro phetic con tent of mes sages will
be even more sub stan tial, and can in clude di rec tive or con fir ma tory words
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re lated to the lives, min is tries and de ci sions of oth ers, as well as events or
cir cum stances that con cern the church. Three ex am ples of a New Tes ta ment
pro phet’s min is try are found in the fol low ing scrip tures: Acts 11:27-28;
13:1-4; 21:10-11. 

When I speak of a prophet, I am not re fer ring sim ply to one who has
this par ticu lar call on his life, but of one who ful fills the re quire ments of an
elder, and who min is ters out of re la tion ship with, and ac count abil ity to,
other elders in a lo cal pres by tery. Their min is try will en dorse the fol low ing
guide line and con straint: 

And let two or three proph ets speak, and let the other pass judg ment. (1 
Cor in thi ans 14:29) 

The fact that a man prophe sies of ten in church does not make him a
prophet. Also, it is im por tant to not pub licly set in place an emerg ing min is -
try pre ma turely, not only for his sake, but also for the sake of the church. 

When proph ets are resi dent in a lo cal church they are part of the eld er -
ship. When they travel trans lo cally they are to be seen and re ceived in the
light of their par ticu lar min is try gift. In both cases, they proph esy out of the
bur den of the Lord. This does not mean that an elder who prophe sies is nec -
es sar ily a prophet; or that one, who is called to be a prophet, is yet an elder. 

He who re ceives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall re ceive a
pro phet’s re ward . . . . (Mat thew 10:41) 

An ex am ple of such dual iden tity is found in the church in Je ru sa lem.
Acts 15:22 iden tify Ju das and Si las as elders in the lo cal church; verse 32
shows that they were proph ets in their trav el ing min is tries. Simi larly, Pe ter
was an elder and apos tle (1 Pe ter 5:1). 

When a prophet, or any other min is ter, is re leased to travel from an as -
sem bly, it means that he has been sent by the Lord, and is re leased by the
church. In gen eral, he will not travel alone, but in a team, which in time will
re turn and be ac count able to the church and elders who re leased them for
their mis sion (Acts 14:26-27). 

It is in this con text of trans lo cal min is try that the proph ets work jointly
with apos tles to lay foun da tions for new churches. the sig nifi cance of their
min is try in such en deav ors can be sum ma rized as fol lows: 

• Be cause of spe cific reve la tion(s) a prophet is able to clearly ex press
God’s heart on is sues that are per ti nent to the em bryo church. Some
pos si ble ex am ples could be: iden ti fy ing a “strong man” Sa tan may
have placed over the area; hin drances in the life of one that the Lord is
call ing into His serv ice; the im par ta tion and iden ti fy ing of call ings of
cer tain be liev ers; hid den sin; un known ci rucm stances that could crip -
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ple the work of God if not rec og nized; un goldy re la tion ships that must
be bro ken, etc. 

• He will bring a sharp clar ity and em pha sis to the word of God taught by 
ap os tolic and other min is tries. Be cause of this as pect of his min is try,
he is more able to in spire be liev ers to com mit them selves to the pur -
pose of God. His min is try will usu ally di rect a pointed fo cus on im por -
tant de tails. 

• He will im part to the peo ple clear un der stand ing of the time they are
liv ing in with re spect to what God is speak ing and do ing in the church
over all, and in par ticu lar, to what He is do ing among them. In His di -
rec tive words, He will not point the peo ple back to tra di tional roots, but 
He will point them to the pres ent and fu ture (Isaiah 42:9, 43:18-19). 

• He will min is ter as a bond ser vant; one who is will ing to lay down his
rights and privi leges for the sake of the gos pel. He will not be known as 
one who domi nates, but as one who serves. 

• The in teg rity of his char ac ter will be an ex am ple of the life and right -
eous ness he is seek ing to bring the peo ple into. He will em pha size the
rele vance of char ac ter to min is try in the lives of the saints. Any ma ture
prophet will be able to point to dif fi cul ties, prob lems, cir cum stances,
per se cu tions, af flic tions, and mis un der stands that he has been brought
through by the Lord in or der to pre pare him for his min is try. 

• When a prophet speaks for God, his words carry two things: the
thoughts and the heart at ti tude of the Lord. Speak ing cor rect words
with a wrong spirit can dev as tate the hear ers. A harsh, de mand ing, con -
demn ing voice in stead of a gen tle plead ing would to tally mis rep re sent
the Lord. There fore, if he is to min is ter grace, a prophet must be one
who rules his spirit well (Prov erbs 16:21, 23, 24, 32). 

• A pro phet’s min is try can be di rec tive, not only for in di vidu als, but for
as sem blies also; fur ther more, some proph ets will have di rec tive words
for na tional lead ers and even for na tions.

Surely the Lord God does noth ing un less He re veals His se cret coun sel 
to His ser vants the proph ets. (Amos 3:7) 

THE MINISTRY OF AN APOSTLE

An apos tle is one cho sen and sent by Christ, so that first of all, he is an
apos tle of Christ whom he rep re sents (1 Cor in thi ans 1:1; 2 Cor in thi ans 1:1;
Ephe si ans 1:1; Co los sians 1:1; 1 Timo thy 1:1; 2 Timo thy 1:1; Ti tus 1:1; 2
Pe ter 1:1). Thus, he is not an apos tle for an or gani za tion. Sec ondly, he is one
sent by the Lord as a fel low worker with Him, anointed as a mas ter builder to
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lay foun da tions for new churches (Ga la tions 1:1; 1 Cor in thi ans 3:9-10).
There fore, he is sent to the whole body of Christ and not only to some groups
or de nomi na tions. The two fac tors, “who sends him” and “what is his mis -
sion” de ter mine and qual ify his ap os tolic ity. 

The fol low ing items are the ma jor spiri tual pa rame ters and func tions
of an apos tle’s min is try; 

• He is the “be gin ning crafts man,” or ar chi tect, in the build ing pro cess of 
a new church, and the author ity of his min is try lies in this anoint ing. He 
is not more im por tant than other min is tries, he is sim ply first in a time
sense for min is try in the build ing phase of a new church. He will rec og -
nize the strat egy of the Spirit for the church in that area. 

• Un til elders are des ig nated, he pos sesses the re spon si bil ity and author -
ity for what is be ing built, in clud ing the ini tial ap point ment of the
elders. Such ap os tolic min is try may not be one per son but sev eral. For
ex am ple, Paul and Barna bas were apos tles who trav eled as a team, as
were Paul, Timo thy and Syl vanus (1 Thes sa lo ni ans 1: 1, 6). 

• Apos tles are raised up within the eld er ship of lo cal churches, from
which, in time, they will be re leased to travel and to whom they will be
ac count able (1 Pe ter 5:1; Acts 13:1-2; 14:26-28). 

• An apos tle is to rec og nize the sphere of his min is try and not go be yond
it (2 Cor in thi ans 10:13-16). Such spheres may vary widely and change
over time. For ex am ple, one could be sent to a for eign land with dif fer -
ent cul ture and lan guage. Here he would be re spon si ble to raise up and
train ap os tolic men within that cul ture to build the house of the Lord.
An other man may be sent only to a small nearby re gion, which could
be ex panded as a re sult of his faith ful ness and be cause of fruit in what
is built. In all cases, an apos tle should rec og nize the limi ta tions of
where he is sent, and let the Lord ex pand it in His time. A car nal de sire
for size, num bers and rec og ni tion can be come a great stum bling block
to men of God. 

• Apos tles and proph ets have grace for in sight by reve la tion into the
mys tery of Christ (Ephe si ans 3:4-5). This in sight is mani fest by the
prophet in his anoint ing to sharply de clare the heart of God. Proph ets
keep the saints from be com ing “at ease” in Zion, and from get ting
stuck in the ruts of tra di tion. Such in sight is re vealed in an apos tle’s
min is try by his abil ity in the Spirit to com mu ni cate clearly the pur pose
of God to the peo ple by writ ten and spo ken words. His min is try of the
word will be pro phetic in con tent. He will bring an over all bal ance be -
cause he sees the “whole pic ture” more clearly than do other min is -
tries. Both min is tries will know the pri ori ties and em pha sis of the Lord
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for the time and place where they live, and this will be re flected in their
min is tries. 

• Apos tles (and proph ets) will be men whose author ity is based on their
char ac ter and not an of fice. It is not pri mar ily a mat ter of how much
author ity one has, but rather, how well do oth ers rec og nize and sub mit
to it. The Lord Je sus has all the author ity of heaven and of earth, yet He
does not wield it as a big stick over our heads. In stead, He en treats us in 
love, out of all that He has done for us, to sub mit to Him. This is the pat -
tern for all spiri tual author ity in the church. Love al ways calls for a re -
sponse. This is how Paul’s author ity was es tab lished in his ap os tolic
min is try as is evi dent in his words to the churches he founded: 

Nor did we seek glory from men, ei ther from you or from oth ers, even
though as apos tles of Christ we might have as serted our author ity.
But we proved to be gen tle among you, as a nurs ing mother ten derly
cares for her own chil dren—just as you know how we were ex hort ing
and en cour ag ing and im plor ing each one of you as a fa ther would his 
own chil dren. (1 Thes sa lo ni ans 2:6-11) 

For you your selves know how you ought to fol low our ex am ple be -
cause we did not act in an un dis ci plined man ner among you, nor did
we eat any one’ bread with out pay ing for it, but with la bor and hard -
ship we kept work ing night and day so that we might not be a bur den
to any of you. (2 Thes sa lo ni ans 3:7-8) 

Here for the third time I am ready to come to you, and I will not be a
bur den for you; for I do not seek what is yours but you; for chil dren are 
not re spon si ble to save up for their par ents, but par ents for their chil -
dren. and I will most gladly spend and be ex pended for your souls . . . . 
(2 Cor in thi ans 12:14-15) 

You your selves know that these hands min is tered to my own needs
and to the men who were with me. In eve ry thing I showed you that by
work ing hard in this man ner you must help the weak and re mem ber
the words of the Lord Je sus, that He Him self said, “It is more blessed
to give than to re ceive.” (Acts 20:34-35) 

The char ac ter of Paul, which is so evi dent in the theme of the above
verses, was that of a bond ser vant. Paul was as em phatic con cern ing his role
as a bond ser vant as he was about his min is try of an apos tle. This bond ser -
vant/apos tle re la tion ship is even more clearly seen in the earthly min is try of
our Lord (Phillippi ans 2:5-11). There fore, apos tles are to mani fest the char -
ac ter and right eous ness of the Lord be fore the peo ple as a model for them to
fol low (1 Thes sa lo ni ans 2:5-12; 2 Thes sa lo ni ans 3:9; 1 Cor in thi ans 4:16).
An apos tle who would not be will ing to sup port him self by secu lar work, if
nec es sary, is a man who is not yet bro ken; and God can only use bro ken men. 
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One con se quence of a bond ser vant’’ heart is that he will be a man who seeks
to serve oth ers, not to rule them. Such a man will not em pha size his min is try,
but he will point to the grace of God. It can take years of the Lord’s deal ings
to work the quali ties of His heart into a man mak ing him suf fi cient as a valid
ap os tolic min is try. He will not be one who is highly ac claimed in the re lig -
ious realm, for he will not fit into the status quo. Thus, the pro cess of his
train ing will in volve mis un der stand ings and pos si bly per se cu tion. These,
along with tri als, tribu la tions, un pleas ant cir cum stances, etc., will all be used 
by the Lord for good in build ing a sta bil ity and qual ity of char ac ter that
quali fies his min is try. 

• There are four quali fi ca tions that will mark an apos tle; not sim ply one
with this call ing but one whose min is try is evi dent through its fruit. 

1. He will dem on strate the grace of God for such a min is try. 

2. His in teg rity will be above re proach, and, in par ticu lar, he will ex hibit
the char ac ter quali ties of a bond ser vant. 

3. The qual ity of what the Lord has built through his min is try will prove
him to be a mas ter builder. He will be able to point to an as sem bly and
say as Paul did: 

. . . for you are the seal of my apos tle ship in the Lord (1 Cor in thi ans
9:12) 

It is pos si ble for a com mit ted be liever to lead peo ple to the Lord, and in 
time to as sem ble a con gre ga tion un der his over sight. Al though he has fa -
thered the work, this per son is not nec es sar ily an apos tle. The qual ity of what 
has been built will re veal the grace of his min is try. 

Lo cal churches are the in ter face of God’s gov ern ment to His peo ple in
a col lec tive sense. What is built ought to have the struc ture God has or dained
to fa cili tate this. There fore, it should not be an or gan iza tional hi er ar chy, but
be pat terned af ter the col le gial eld er ship seen in the New Tes ta ment. The as -
sem bly will not be cen tered around the per son or min is try of the apos tle.
Christ will be cen tral in the vi sion, min is try and gov ern ment of the church.
He will be free to act as head over all things (1 Cor in thi ans 3:5-7). When an
apos tle leaves a church he has founded, it should be able to grow and pros per
with out him pres ent. 

4. The fourth quali fi ca tion is not unique to apos tles, but should mark all
who preach the gos pel of the king dom. there will be dem on stra tions of
signs and won ders to prove that the gos pel is true. Im plicit in this will
be a com mit ment to prayer and evan gel ism. 

• The man ner by which apos tles (and proph ets) in ter face the churches
they have founded will be re la tional and not gov ern men tal. This re la -
tion ship would be much like a fa ther would re late to a son, who had left 
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home and his fa ther’s over sight, to marry and raise his own fam ily. The 
son is the one re spon si ble for his fam ily, but he could be greatly
blessed by his fa ther’s in put. When these min is tries are in vited to
speak at other churches, they must come with hearts of sub mis sion to
the ex ist ing lead er ship. Whether a pas tor, sen ior pas tor, or woman pas -
tor is pre sid ing; if God hon ors that lead er ship, they must also do so.
Apos tles do not rep re sent a level of author ity over the lo cal elders (or
pas tors in tra di tional churches). By dem on strat ing the grace and love
of God through ser vants’ hearts they should seek to es tab lish or ganic
bonds of trust and re la tion ship with lo cal lead ers. In this way, the Lord
Je sus can build His church on a re gional ba sis. 

• Apos tles and proph ets will be men with hearts to train oth ers in their
min is try. A key strat egy will be to take men with them on min is try trips 
for ex pe ri ence in real life situa tions, and where trust and re la tion ship
can be build by their time to gether. Paul’s train ing of Timo thy is an ex -
am ple of this. 

CONCLUSIONS

The fol low ing are four ma jor con clu sions. 

1. Apos tles and proph ets are es sen tial min is tries for proper equip ping of
the saints, and for the build ing and ma tur ity of the body of Christ.
How ever, their serv ice is no more im por tant than the other min is tries
(1 Cor in thi ans 3:7). 

2. The evi dence of valid ap os tolic/pro phetic min is tries will be seen in the
emerg ing of bib li cal New Tes ta ment churches that point to the one
body in Christ. 

3. Apos tles and proph ets will be men who are quali fied more by char ac -
ter and com mit ment to Christ and His pur pose, than by su per natu ral
acts of min is try. For this rea son, it is im por tant not to pub licly set in
place a min is try pre ma turely lest pride be come a stum bling block, and
hurt the work of the Lord. 

4. The fourth is a per sonal con clu sion. I be lieve the res to ra tion of apos tles 
and proph ets will be a pri mary step from the many di vi sions and re lig -
ious tra di tions of to day to the united re stored church that Je sus will
come for. 

It is easy to be caught up in a per sonal area of serv ice for the Lord be -
cause of some need we see. How ever, it is not the needs of man, whether they 
are so cial, ma te rial, or spiri tual, but it is the pur pose of God that is to di rect us 
in min is try. There is a com pel ling de mand to day for men with com pas sion
and mercy to min is ter to these needs, but they must be men with a foun da -
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tional call ing who have a vi sion of the pur pose of God for these days. I be -
lieve the Lord is in deed rais ing up such men for all lands and ar eas of the
world, in clud ing the na tion of Is rael; men who will bear the bur den of the
Lord. They will not be men who min is ter alone, but they will be men es tab -
lished in the house of God. Re cently, I asked the lord to re veal to me the pri -
mary bur den of His heart, and He di rected me to His prayer in John 17. At the 
time of this prayer, Je sus had com pleted all of the mis sion His Fa ther had
sent Him to earth to ac com plish ex cept for the cross, which was im me di ately
be fore Him. All the pur pose of God was de pend ent upon Him, on His faith -
ful ness and obe di ence, both in what He had done, and what He would yet do
at Cal vary. It was in this con text that He poured out His heart. When I ex am -
ined the con tents of His words, I found there were es sen tially three domi nant 
themes through out His prayer. 

1.The glory of God was men tioned eight times in the twenty- six verses,
and it was the first sub ject of His prayer. His Fa ther’s glory took prece -
dence over all the other con cerns. There can never be any ob jec tive
more im por tant in any min is try than to glo rify God. This should be a
con sis tent theme in a pro phet’s min is try. 

2. Seven times Je sus re ferred to how faith fully and truly He had rep re -
sented His Fa ther in His min is try: in hav ing ac com plished the work
He was given (vs. 4); in giv ing only His Fa ther’s words to the dis ci ples
(vs. 8, 14); in mak ing His Fa ther’s name known to the dis ci ples (vs. 6,
25, 26); and in keep ing the dis ci ples in His Fa ther’s name (vs. 12). This 
heart at ti tude and con cern is a key qual ity for an apos tle (and prophet);
how well does he rep re sent the one who sent him on his mis sion? 

3. The third ma jor con cern in His prayer dealt with the end re sult, or con -
se quence of His mis sion, which is the per fect one ness and ma tur ity of
the body of Christ. 

And the glory which Thou hast given Me I have given to them that they
may be one, just as We are one; I in them, and Thou in Me, that they
may be per fected in unity, that the world may know that Thou didst
send Me, and didst love them, even as Thou didst love Me (John
17:22-23) 

I see no rea son why the bur den of the Lord is any dif fer ent to day than it 
was so clearly de fined nearly two- thousand years ago. His bur den was ex -
pressed in terms of the pur pose of God, not the needs of man. Clearly, the
needs of man will be met as a re sult of com ing into the pur pose of God. For
ex am ple, a key se cret of evan gel ism is clearly resi dent in the third con cern!

There fore, the need of the hour is for foun da tional min is tries to be
raised up who will bear the bur den of the Lord. In the days of deep en ing
dark ness that are ahead, the glory of God is go ing to ap pear upon a re stored
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church (Isaiah 60:1-5). How ever, first there will be a time of much shak ing
through out the world, in clud ing the po liti cal, eco nomic and re lig ious realms, 
so that what the arm of flesh has built will be seen as want ing, and will fall
(He brews 12:22-29). We are al ready ex pe ri enc ing such things to day. In
these days, the house of the Lord will be built with a sure and sound foun da -
tion, and peo ple will stream to it (Mi cah 4:1-2). Every man will brought to a
place of de ci sion, ei ther for or against the Lord (Joel 2:14). Chris tians face
the call of God to walk to gether as “one new man” on the earth; and the un -
saved face the call of God to re pent and be saved. 

It is for these un prece dented days of min is try ahead that the Lord is ap -
pre hend ing many to day and pre par ing them for ap os tolic and pro phetic min -
is tries. It is vi tal to rec og nize that we are liv ing in a time of tran si tion and in a
day of prepa ra tion. The pur pose of God will surely come to pass; He is build -
ing His church for His glory to rise upon her! 
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